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Plain Samplcr Workbook F xtract - | ate 19th Ccnturq US Orie;in - Bc”c Madden

Derived from the | atin ‘cxcmPlum’ ~ an example, a samP|cr is a Piece of embroiclerﬂ or cross~stitcl'1ing Produced as a
demonstration or a test of skill in needlework. They often included the alphabct, gigurcs, motifs, decorative borders and
sometimes the name of the person who embroidered it and the date. T heir purpose was essentia”g to either instil religious
values or worthg Personal qualitics such as perseverance & concentration in the young girls (usua”g) who worked them, but
often also theg invariab!g acted as a ‘Curriculum Vitae’ - Provfcling a Practica| examPIe of their skills of emf;roic]erg when
secking cmplogments as Lacly’s Maid or for a life in service. Toc[ag, t]wcg are much sought after both as highly decorative
works of art in their own right - theg look cspccially great when Prcscntccl in a group - but also for the \cascinating social
history which can often be glcaned from them.

%c. Altl‘wougl‘x undated the workbook is tl‘nougl'lt to date from the late 1800s.

Condiﬁon‘ ‘E_xccptional’ the colours & fabric are very well Preservccl indeed with neghgible damagc or
staining/discoloratiom

Qualitg, content, constituent material & originalitg. [Here are three blue and one white samP|crs from a very rare & unique
‘Work Book’ origina”y comprising 24 petite cxamplcs of a ‘Plain sewing or garment’ samp|ers and Produced 133 Belle
Madden from ‘Mrs Clark’s Class’, Portland, Oregon, (USA. Fascinating detail about each samPlcr, written in her own
hand is Providec{ by Belle for cach examPIe. One can imagine ‘Bc"c’ Practicing hemming, darning, Patching & seaming at her
school as a means of insti”ing in her the skills necessary for se|\c~suPPor‘t & l‘xomemaking to Producc the beautiful Pieccs of
social l’listorg we see here toc{ag‘ |n their workrooms young girls would have had needlework lessons where ’cheg would have
been taught ‘Plain sewing’ in so doing acquiring the skills necessary for makinggarmcnts.

Provenance. | he Workbook was Purc!‘wascc{ from an American dealer who Providccl the Fo”owing provenance. “/acquircc/
the Wonééook in Dccc‘mécr 2017 from a non—loroﬁt (< c/lzar/tﬂ) 5/10/:) in F orf/anc/, Orcgon that takes donations of mosf/y craft
and paper items, its initial purpose to /76//:) the teachers who couldn't atford to buy t/7/ngs for school /orcjcci’s. T he 5/70/0 has
evolved and now and then f/lzcy get anf/’quc and vintage items and sometimes very nice t/nhgs Jike chc//cy donated to them as
well. 7776 Workboo,é was /oar‘l’ of a var/cty of items from the estate of an c/a/cr/y /ac/ﬂ whose )[am//y goes back for many
gcncratfons. / would date the item from towards the end of the 1 ﬂt’l’ Ccntury. 7

Ot]—xcr.

Thcse beautiful antiqucs have been rcccnt|3 restored & rc-Prcscntcd ina stunning Pcriod ebonised and gilt frame. Thc
individual pages have been care?u”g taken from the Work Book & the lovely little 5arnPlcr5 detached. The surface dust on
the Pieccs have been carcmcuug removed & then conserved bg Placing on an acid free Conservation Pro mount board with

fresh pure linen laced overit. A beautiful, Poignant antiquc!
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