No 17
Band & Motif Samplcr by Judith Wroes 1794

Derived from the | atin ‘excmplum’ -an examPle -a sampler isa Picce of cmbroiclcry or cross~stitching Produced mostly in the

19th & 18t century as a demonstration or a test of skill in needlework. Theg often included the alphabct, numbers, Icigures,

motifs, decorative borders & Frequentlg the name of the person who embroidered it & the date. | heir aim was essentia”g to

either instil religious values or wor‘thg Pcrsonal qualitics such as perseverance & concentration in the young girls (invariably)

who worked them. Often also theg acted as a ‘Curriculum Vitac’ - Providing a Practical examP|e of the stitcher's skills of

cmbroidery when sccking cmp|ogment as a Lac]y’s Maid, a life ‘in service’ — sometimes also a husband! Todag, samplcrs are

much sought after both as highly decorative works of art in their own rigl—rt - tl—reg look cspccial[y great when Prcscntccl ina

group - but also for the {:ascinating social history which can often be gleanec{ from them. We alwags have some caﬂg/micl I9t|‘

or 18t century samplers - occasiona”g even earlier than this. Our samplcrs are always researched as Fung as Possiblc, & we

se” eaclﬁ one with as mucl’l C]ctail about them as we can.

>

Agc. This charming Gcorgc N Piece is dated 1794 - that is over 225 year's old! |n November 1791 Coloncl
NaPoléon BonaPartc was Promotcd to 1st | ieutenant and aPPointccl (Commander-in-Chief of the Armies of the
French Republicl

Conclition. ‘Outstanding’. Giiven its age, the vibrancg of this samp|er’s colours are amazinglg vibrant. There is
minimal damagc to the backgrounc{ linen &just the tiniest arca of apparent stitch loss to the centre base of the piece.
Quality, content, constituent material & originality. T his vibrant linen silk samplcr is complete!g charming with skilful
stitch work througl‘uout‘ To the toP it features two bands of text with comPrising a (still very readable) tgpica”g
reflective & moralistic message about the transience of life likened to a flower & mclting snow: this Possib[3 is taken
from the hgmn « Al ! few and full of sorrow” comPoscd by chrg Furccu (1 659-~1 695) - Picturccl. Jn the lower half,
Judith has stitched on a lawned area, in red golc{, green & gold thread, two floral urns, a Pair of cl‘larming bircls, four
Iarge closelg cIiPPed shrubs, Plus a Pair of clogs, two contrasting smaller shrubs, and what seems to be a small cat or
lion?! T he whole is then surrounded bg delicate strawbcrry border stitched in green, brown and gold.

Provenance. T he Piece has the simplc text; ‘Juc]it}ﬁ Wroes Work 1791. |t seems Iikelg that she was from a relativelg
affluent backgrounc{ as evidenced by the quality of the work & silk thread. Apart from the clate, this samPIcr has a
number of carlg features which support the late 18t Centurg attribution: the archaic form of languagc used in the
chosen verse & the (interesting|3 usedjust once) use of the long 's! (f') which clisappearcc’ from Pritish Printfng
between 1 780 and 1800 e.g Fee’ (See?) line 4 of the first verse.

Other. This samPIer has been conserved it }35 Placing on an acid free Conscwation Pro mount board with fresh
pure linen. |t has then been rc-Prcscntcd in a stunning Pcrioc] maPlc frame - in itself is a fabulous antique. The age,
incredible colour & undaded fantastic condition of this quitc charming 5amP|cr make it a lovcly cxamplc. |t offers

scope to cnhancc any contcmPorary or Pcriocl sctting!







